From the Editor’s Desk 


So, here it is, Summer 2003, and you'r 
1001 like it sa 
winter 2001 are you on, Sean?” It’s simple. The book was 
2001. The subtitle of this issue is Winter 2 
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dering 


out in winter of | 


right there on this pag 
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Yow and I both know, however, that 
1 tried to say that I dowt care for 
Christma, it would be w blatant lie. 


2d IPP TEST 
Mant my wo mu way of Keeping voungts : 


But I'wvsure that I shall always love 
Christmas. 


Yo you mind? This 
is private. 


But I saw my 
name on that 
page. It caught 
my eye. 


Abe name is on EVERY 
page. I could hardly keep 


Well, then, you can't blame me For 
being curious! I wanna read it! 


Tive told you. 


Ah! But it IS later, I checked the 
clock, \ 


@ journal otherwise. 


Patience, dear heart. 
You can read it when 


T hate being4 
patient. 


[Why don't you go offer to help Arthur? 
You can ask him about the party. 


Hmph. A painfully 

transparent 

attempt to distract 

_me From my rightFul 

treading material. 
Sil N 


Yeah, yeah... 


i 2 
; ‘lly thing? | | Yow get pretty excited around | 
Will you go help Arthur, you silly thing vies Pp 1 yourself Uke qs kta whic: 
wanty to peek at hix presenty. But by 
\ making up withArthur. 


Heya, Art! Need any help with 
those lights? 
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a 
Hey, sure, Doug. Got one more section 
to do, and then we'll be Finished. 


& Y'know, it never 
S ceases to 
2 amaze me. 
& 


“= What's that? ) 


How ga-ga 
Paulie goes at 
Christmas. 


I mean, he doesn't 
go to church or 
anything. 
il 


Does it seem to you 
he's really added to 
the lights lately? 


i 


I 
7] 


That IS more recent. Somehow, I | 
suspect it’s his way of thumbing f 
his nose at Carter Allen, | 


| 
Well, We both | 


know the dignified 
Mr. Mayhew could 
never publicly go 
aFter that selF- 
righteous 
dickhead. I guess 
T could see this 
as suburban 
warfare... out 
ristmasing the 


Speaking of suburban warfare... 
shall we launch the First volley? 


You may Fire at 
will, Sir. 


straight Folks... . 


Jingle Bells, Jingle Bells, 


ie a way! EW AASH!!! 


mumble, mumble. 


last year! 


Wou... that is really... gaudy. 


Yes. Yes it is. 


Heh. Don’t let Paulie hear you say 


, 
that, though. He loves those lights. OF course. Paulie knows I'd do 


anything For him. 
No, no. I mean it ina ) 
Well, you put up with me 
good way, Thanks For all that rely 


doing it, by the way, 


—— 


Don't you bring that up. It’s over. 
Everything's cool between us. 


Yeah... well... that’s kind of the 
other reason I'm down here. 


Oh? Well, what's up, Doug? 


Well, you Know that Family 
shelter I've gotten my 
work involved with? 


Sure, That's actually one the things I 
always admired about you. You get 
so involved and passionate with 
these community projects and stuff... 


Yeah? Well, um... 
how'd you like to 
get involved? 


Sure! Td be happy to. You need a 
building painted or something? 


Um... well, no. It’s a little 
more... It’s different than that. 


Okay... spit it out. What do you need? 


Well, we're having a Christmas 
party in a couple oF weeks. The 
kids sent letters to Santa with lists 
of stuPP they want, and we wanted 
to have Santa hand them out to 
the younger kids. 


Au... that’s really cute. You need me 
to pick up some stuFF? I'd be glad 
to make a donation. 


Um... actually... I was kind 
oF hoping you'd... hand the 


Heh! You want me to be Santa? 
One guy was gonna do 
it, only now his kid is 
getting married, and 
no one else is the right_& 
size and build For it... 


Sure, Till 
do it. 


Really? 


You provide the red suit, and T'll 
provide the ho, ho, ho! 


Oh, man, Art. 
You're a saint! 


\ 


After alll, it’s Christmas. And 
what else are Friends For? 


The tree looks really pretty. Never 
had a real one before. I mean, we 
had a Fake one in my dorm... 


OF course, it kind oF tended to get 
decorated with ornaments made out 
en beer cans and stuFF. 


? Well, alcohol says 
Christmas to a lot oF 
people. 


well, this is way. ' 
Jinicer anyhow, 
Smells great, 


lo too. 


My Family always got areal ] 
tree, My holiday wouldn't be 
complete ee that smell. 


on HI 


dg 


I can't wait to put 
presents under it! 


\ 


Well, celebrating 
Hanukkah with 
your Folks was 
"~ Fun, too! It's neat, 
having presents 


! 


every day. 


Well, you can tell my Folks 
are really taking to the 
idea of us being together. 
You got better presents 
than me. 


= 
Which reminds me... what was the 
Hanukkah gift that Ken gave you? 


LZ can’t help it if 
inspire people's 
generous natures. 


A Free trial at his gym. L 
kinda get the Feeling 
Ken is teasing me. 


I'm not sure Ken is that subtle. He 
may think he’s doing you a Favor. 


I'm thinking of 
redeeming it. 


Well... 
Know you 
don't mind 
me like this... 


T LOVE you like this. 


Yeah... but I've put on some 
( pounds since Thanksgiving. I 
was thinking of trying to lose ‘em. 
svt 


Well, it’s up to you, I don't mind 
the extra pounds, hon, Really. 


Well, hey there, 


And to what do I owe 
stranger. the honor? 
Yo, Ji . Lor A . 
\ ti§e taal i \ Christmas shopping. Gotta 


Find sumpin’ For Taye. 


Well, I woulda recommended that 
new Broadway collection, but Marty 
already picked that up For him. 5 


Marty, huh? Well time 2 
that Figures. » 


They've really become quite 
the item, huh? 


5 
Mm... I guess. y az 
eet. 


ew 


Well, never saw that before. 


Saw what? 


You jealous. : kh 
4 A 


Vealous? Jealous of who? 


Marty. Never realized | 
were that hot For Taye. 
Not that I blame you. 


Marty? PFt. That'll be the day. I mean, 
Taye’s hot and all, but jealous oF 
Marty? That's ridiculous. 


Why? Just cause Marty's 

chubby? He mentioned the 
coupon For the gym you 
gave him... 


He’s more than just chubby. Anyway 
this is stupid. T’m not jealous of 
Marty. I gave him that asa 
Hanukkah present. \ 


And that has nothing to do 
with making him look bad in 
Front of your gym pals? 


This is so dumb. It’s just a gift. I’m 
trying to be nice... help him out. 


Well, whatever. Not 
my business I guess. 


Hey... you're Ken Brassai, aren't 


Yeah, so? \ 
\ 


I’m Michael Lang. You went out with i, Nope. Got my own place, now. Takin’ 


my roommate, Varryl, For a Few some graduate classes, workin’ at a 
weeks about this time last year. \ camera store. How ‘bout you? 
Mm. Parry... yeah. You I dunno. toate 


still live with him? 


Huh. Jus! some shopping. 

Whatcha got in mind? 

Oh, I'm pretty 
negotiable, sexy. 


Heh, Just like when you were seein’ 
Darryl. Who you seein’ now? 


No one, really. You? 


No one, really. 
Say, you busy? 


Yup. And my place is nearby... 
it’s over this nice little Italian 
place... 


Oh, yeah... I think 
I know the one. 


HO, HO, HO! 
Merry Christmas! 


Don't push, now. 
Santa has time 
and presents 
enough For alll oF 


And what's your 
name, little boy? 


Have you been 


a 
good boy this 


year, Jay-Jay? 


Well, I got your letter, 
Jay-Jay, and I know 
you asked For 

something special... 


Oh! Oh Wow! Thank 
you, Mr. Santa! 
Lookit Dad! 


Art, I can’t thank you enough, really. 
It meant so much to the children. 


Seriously, Kathy, don't mention 
it. Thad a lot of Pun. 


God knows we can all use a little 
liPts to our spirits this year. 


That's sure the truth. 


Great to meet you, Kathy. See 
you real soon! 


You okay? 


Huh? Oh... yeah. Yeah. 
Just a lot on my mind. 


Such as? 


You and me. Paulie. Christmas. Some 
Family members I've been neglecting. 
I think I need to do some major house 
cleaning. Take some responsibility For 
what I've done in my life instead oF 
punning From it. 


Well, you're off to a good 
start, right? We're talking... 
getting Friendly, even. 


Yeah... I'm really glad about it, 
too, That's one thing I've put 
right in my life, But it reminds me 
that I have a lot lePt to go. 


Eh... you'll get there. And iF I 
can help in any way, I will, 


Thanks, Art. I won't 
Forget that. 


lz must be 


Hey, Marty! You came! 


Well, sure... \ 


/ 


[ HEY, EVERYONE! THIS TS MARTY! 
HE'S NEW HERE! 


Ebhh... Ken. I’m 
Feeling selF- 
conscious as it is... 


Huh? Why? Nahh... no one cares. C'mon, man. 
It’s cool. You've taken the First step 
a ‘ towards bettering yourself. People 
pure aie i ae oF obvious respect that. C'mon over and meet 
ad my Workout partners. 


Oh, great. Another 
queer. That's all 7 
this place needs... (~ 4 


|Po you have... oof... any idea how u 

disheartening itis to have a woman say | | "9¥e Kenny: 

that When you have no chance with her? ert... New Flame, Ken? 
ae Ken? 


Some nights. Wise-aas: x ; 


Heh. I'm Dave. 
'S nice t’ meetcha. 


You're Marty, right? You 4 
live under Ken? That“, 

od must be noisy. _ 9 
ee 


Hey, there, Marty-boy. Name’s 
Gus. Any Friend of Ken's... 


Hunh! Ub... 
likewis: 


\ 


So, what're we up to today? You 
still tryin’ to build up those 
scrawny twigs of yours, Pave? 


More or less. 
Gus has been 
happily inFlicting 2 a Me 
her systematic Rely 
torture on me 
since I arrived... 


ates ‘ 
‘ *snicker* 


worked over by a 
sadistic lesbian without” 
having to pay her?” 


Just For that, shrimp, I’m gonna 
getcha in the sparring ring. 


W-well, when I 
say sadistic 

lesbian, I mean 
it as a Friend. 


Looks like the peanut gallery's 
behaving today. 


| 


Other than the usual 
sniggering. 


What's up? 


Oh, just this one guy, Mac, and his 
cronies, They have quite a chip on their 
shoulders about us homes coming in 
and ruining "their" gym. 


Oh, swell. 


Assholes like that give us 
straight guys a bad name, 


Dave... you are such a 
closet case. No one buys 
that you're straight. 


\ 
BS 


That's just because my 

last girlfriend went lezbo 

aFter sleeping wit 
= 


Bite me, you 
pug-munching 
sasquatch. 


‘ 


That's right, 
baby. You know 
T love it when 
you talk dirty... 


Thanks For that, 
by the way. She's 
a hottie.., 


Are they always 
like that? 


More or less. Don't 
Worry about them, 
or about Mac. Let's 
get you sweatin’ ! 


Here... this sports stuFF 
tastes like crap, but it 
does help you get 


rehydrated. ranks. I don't know the 


last time I ached this 
much. I can't believe Ken 
and Gus are still up and 


Frisky. 
as 


Heh. Yeah, they really go at it, 
don't they? I don't even try to 
keep up with them any more. 


How'd you hook up with them, anyway? 


Well, gyms are usually very cliquish. 
I didn't really Fit in with any oF the 
other cliques, These two were both 
really nice to me. 


I'm just trying to burF up a little. 
I'm not as hardcore as they are. 


as Gus. What's her story? 


\ 


 S 


Well, her real name's 
Augusta, Don't let the 
way we talk Fool ya. 

% She's really nice, Just “YJ 
hides it well, 


\ I doubt anyone's as hardcore 


She's been picked on since she was a 

kid, ‘cause she's so big. One day, she 

just decided that, iF anyone was 

gonna give her crap, they were 

gonna get a Grade-A Ass-Kick. 
She looks like she 
could give one, too. 


Got that right. 
Whoops. Looks 
like it’s my turn in 
the ring. Have Fun. 


Hey, Marty. Mind if I 
have a swig of that? 


| So, what happened? Wake up one 
mornin’ with @ hankerin! For a body like 
| Ken's? Boyfriend talk you inta it? 


Not exactly... but Ken gave \ 
me a Free pass, and I didn't 
want to seem ungrateful... 


Well, that’s refreshing. So many Folks 
seem to Feel the need to be body 
beautiful. But, really, you're the one who 
should decide how you need to be. 

\ 
You wanna work on your bod, then you 
should go For it, but, iF not, who cares 
what anyone else thinks, even a 
boyfriend. 


Actually, my boyfriend seems to think 
I'm pretty cute like this. But taking a 
Few pounds off For my health can't be 
a bad thing, right? 


Ever tried boxing? Burns. 
a lot of calories... 


Um... I'm kind oF averse 
to getting punched? 


l / v 
Nahh... we'll have 
ya smack a bag 
around, They don’t 
hit back... well... not 
hard, anyway. 


Great White | 
Hopeless. 


He's tough. 


gi L like him. He's lasting a lot 
smacks. He's got a \ longer than Idid 
lot oF endurance. on MY First day. 


LI gotta admit, T 


got L honestly didn’t think oF 
didn t think he had You set him up, it at the time... maybe 

it in him. He's didn't you? subconsciously I did. 
impressing the Hell Expected him 


out oF me. to back out or \ 
wimp out? d 


I guess 
Yohn was 
0 right... 


| First visit, 
right? What's 
yer name? 


Well, Marty, since you're 
new here, I guess I can 
cut you some slack, \ 


But I'm planning 
on using this bag, 
now, 


Looks like there's 
two empty bags 
over there, 


So why don't you go use one? 


Why don't you? 
I don't see why 
*I* should move, 


Oh you don't, huh, queer- 
boy? We've been pretty 


tolerant oF your Friends, 
so Far, but don't push it. 


I’m pushing it?! ME? You guys come 
over and hassle me, and I’M pushing 
it? Where the Hell do you get ofF7 


Don't you Fuckin’ shout 
at me, Faggot, or else... 


Or else what? You and 
your Friends jump me on 
the street? Three or 
Four against one? 
Oooo... big man. 
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You think I won't take you 
on, one on one? 


‘ 


You saying you will? 
So Fine. Let's go. 


We've got the 
gloves on, Let's 
take care of this 
right here and 
now. In the ring. 


In... the ring? x 


Heh, heh, heh, 


Hal 


What's so damned Funny? 


Nothin’, Faggot. Not gonna be 
nothin! Funny about this. Gonna 
be a goddamned tragedy... 


Kill him, 
Mac! 


What's this? A party? And I’m 
not invited? 


Keep out of this, 
Brassai! 


S\. 4 a 
Yeah, Ken. I don't need 
anyone to protect me. 


Believe me, I can see that, Marty. But 
this is more than them just shovin’ you 
around. They been dickin’ around with 
us since day one. Just ‘cause now they 
think they can beat one oF us... 


mph. 
\ 


Oh, Fuck that noise. I could beat any 
oF you Faggots in the ring. ‘\ 


Well, care to back that 
claim, Mac? We put up 
one of ours, and you put 
up one of yours... 


SS 
Whoever loses 

has to Find 

another gym. 


Oh... oh Brassai... you mouthy 
mother-Fucker, You are so on. I’ve 
been wantin! to put some holes in 
that grin oF yours since you First 
swished in here, 


And your buddies will agree to this? 


They'll agree, Brassai. 
Now let’s do this. 


Oh... I just said we'd put up a 
guy. I didn’t say it would be me. 


Well, who, then? Your 
Fat Friend, or...? 


Buh-bye! So long! 


Tliked the part when 
, 80 hard that he start 


Way to go, 
Champ. 


you hit him 
ed to cry! 


Thad no idea boxing was such 
a satisfying sport to watch. 


Heh... thanks For 
bein’ a great 
cheerin’ section. 


I guess it’s naive to hope that they 
were the only homophobes here? 


| Nah... they 


were always 
just the most ¢ 
vocal about it\y & 


while, at least, though. 


Well, kids. It’s been a 
day, but Thavea 
cat to Feed. 


Bet th’ others won't bug us For a 


\ 


Oh, shit, yeah. I gotta get home. 
Lucyll kill me if I'm late For dinner. 
How can YOU be 
scared oF someone 
so small? y) 


I'm not afraid of HER. I'm araid 
oF her threats to withhold sex! 


LI can respect that. 


| 
Marty! Great to meet you. Hope 


we see you again, soon. \ 


Same here, Marty! 


Nice to meet 
you guys, too! 


Hey, Marty, Um... 


T haven't been the nicest guy to you 
since you moved in. I've teased you... 
been hard on you in general. And... 
well... I’m sorry about that. You're okay. 


You haven't been THAT bad, But... I 
don’t understand why you were 


\ 


acting like that, anyway, 


Would you believe I was 
jealous of you and Taye? I've 
always had a thing For him, 
and I couldn't Figure out why 
you got him and I didn’t. 


But you really impressed me today. 
You worked hard, and you didn't 
back down. Maybe Taye’s just a 
better judge of Folks than me. So... 
T'm sorry... For everything. 


\ Jealous? OF me? 


So... you think you re gonna 
come back to the gym? 


T was, but now I'm just proud 
to be your Friend. IF we can 
still be Friends? 


We ARE Friends, Ken. I 
can take a little teasing. 


Well... y'know, 
that's cool, too, 
You're a really 
good guy, Marty... 


Well, I wouldn't say "Never," but 
it’s not really my thing. 


Even iF you are a little 
chubby... 


Boxing ring’s right over there, skinny- 
boy. Anytime you're Feelin’ lucky. 


Heh, heh, heh. 


+ 
Lucy! I m home! So how'd it go, Teddi 
: iy 
Oh, Ricky! Waahh! Bear? I missed ya! 


ff 7 
== 


Tt went really well. Not 
sure I'd go on a regular 
basis, but it was Fun. 


You're not all sweaty and 
stinky, ane you? 
No. I showered. 


So are you hungry? I brought home 
some really good pasta prima-vera, 
and I was waiting to eat it with you, but 
we don’t have to eat it now. Vo you just 
wanna sleep? Oh! And T heard the best 
joke today... there were these two 


Ready? What do you meanre...7 


OH! You mean *ready*! 


Uh-huh. 


Mmm... I wanna. 


Do you wanna...? 


|] 


; Could you grab 
acondom? Sure... hold 
_ I AES r ar sec... 
= YL! 3 nih ate 
SS ASST ES 
Gh Ll 


oe. 
Ly 


=o | 


How's that? 
Am I...7 Wait... let me just... 
=e r 


ohhh... Teddy Bear... 


f 
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Hey, Paulie. How’re you? 


Marty, dear, I’m so 
sorry to have caught 
You so early, 


wondering iF we 
could borrow 
some Flour, We 
seem to have 
pun short. 


Sure! C'mon in. I m making pancakes. 


And they smell marvelous, 
Well, I won't keep you long. 


Obbhh... G‘mornin’, Teddy 
Bear! Wow... last night 
was completely worth 
waiting For! You were so... 


Eek! Sorry, Paulie! Didn't 


hear ya come in! 


That's quite 
all right, Taye, 
dear. I’m not 
staying. 


Oh... and Taye, dear? 


Peach suits you, too. 


I Yes, Paulie? 


, 


Dear Douglas, Merry Christmas! Of all the pleasures of the holidays, nothing 
compares to that of sitting down with one’ family and celebrating together. 


The funny thing is; MY family isn't related to me by blood. 
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I've made my family out of those I've 
found that I care about the most. 

I'm so pleased that, once a year, we 
have atime when we can express, iw 
some small ways, how much we care 


about each other. 


I'mpleased, too; that all our family'y 
squadbley seem tobe ing to- aw 


end. The world at large ix hard 
enough ow people like us without our 
having to make it any harder ow 
each other. 


C'mon, everyone! Family portrait! 
Timer’s only got Five seconds! 


\ 


mutant u 

auefidlof these Kinde of miractey. But, 
in my book, to-find love and 
happiness inv the midst of aw world full 
of such woes... that’y the true miracle, 


1: Love the comic. 


oticed that most of the 


(6GiE | was reading the letter-pages of issue 3 and 


people writing were male or undetermined. Well, I'm female, straight 


kinsey Regu 


the attitudes, and j 


re, It’s really nice to see the relationships, and 


. in some wa 


it's like peeking into a world where 


mean the furry 


(etre (oe 1 nor likely to be able to go myself — and I dor 


or the furry parts, but I’m staying because 


aspects. I picked up Circles 


REET che story is as good as the art, and vice versa, and that’s good 


For an issue-specific comment, the face-off between Taye and Roger 
had some very weird dynamics going on. Roger seemed to want to be 


friendly at first, and Taye seemed to be really over-reacting. (I suppose 


there might have been some voice-tones going on, but without little 


manga pointers and tags (“embarassed,” etc.), I didn't catch those...) 
Hey, wait, is that Ken in the background? ‘Talking to Roger one panel 
smirking in the background in another... He knew Taye had a sore 


button there and was sending Roger in an intercept course? Secret 


jealousie: ness? Wanted Roger to get 
decked? Wanted Marty to get decked? Wanted Marty to deck Roger? 
ARGH! Now it’s not just some mildly weird dynamics, it’s a darn 


CLIFFHANGER! 


Sheer trouble-making cussed 


You people are evil in the best possible way. On principle alone, I like 
you. 
~- Archangel Beth 


Beth, once again, we surely apprec kind words, Its exceedin 


gratifying to find that Circles is crossing boundaries and expanding its 


fanbase. Welcome aboard. We're glad to hear you're staying. Hopefilly this 


issue will have answered some of 


questions about Ken’ motivations 


Hey guys, 
I just want to say that your work for your comic Circles is outstanding. 


ta recent con (Further Confusion to be 


I picked up the first one 


exact), and I was blown away. The characters and storyline are simply 
PRE iscsistibly fascinaring. 1 guess my only thought is why didnt someone 


do something like this sooner, I’m just really glad you guys did it, and 


FEMME pulled ic off perfectly in my eyes 
C/O Rabbit Valley 

ROROREOROME With characters that anyone can confide in in some way shape or form, 

Waltham, MA 

024540568 

USA 


I definitely hope that the storyline and comics continue. Being furry 
and gay obviously makes me love this comic that much more, but I'm 


sure that others who in find some sense of identity and 


© gay as well c 
NICSE hope with this kind of storyline as well. I definitely remember what it 
POEM was like just coming out -- right down to the blushing heh.... At any 


PROGR race, keep up the good work guys. I look forward to, hopefully, many 


reproduced here in the 


more issues. 


-- Ed 


Boy, do I remember the blushing. Seriously, though, thank you, Ed. 
[ hope you've picked up the other issues and enjoyed them as well. 
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Ultimately, Cireles isn’t just a coming out story - its a story about : 
relationships and life in general. kinsey 
usps, circle 

I've read issues 1 and 2 of Circles, and I must say... I really enjoy it. letters to the boys 


and I've been in the 


Marty is so much like myself, it’s scary. :) I'm 18 
fandom for some time, but have just come to terms with my sexuality, 
and Circles is such a refreshing addition ro the community. I was 
wondering if any of you were planning on attending Anthrocon 2003 
this July? I’m going to be there, as my first ‘con. I'd love to meet the 
creators behind the masterpiece! 


Thanks so much for putting out a comic that reflects a part of the 
fandom that few publish. I can’t wait to get issue #3, since it’s already 
out, [have a lot of ideas that could happen for the ongoing lives of 

the 6, and I can’t wait for more issues to come out. Thank you again 


so much, you've made me feel so creating this 


wonderful comic 


-Justin Russell / Dusky 


tly like a lot of our readers, 
cas many people tell us how much they identify with him. Hopefully, you 
know by now that we are going to be at Anthrocon 2003 If you're reading 
this, I hope you've bought not only issue 3 but issue 4 as well. 


Glad to have pleased, Dusky. Marty is appare 


Dear Circles Crew, 
After attending Anthrocon ‘02 (had fun as always) and picking up 
Circles issue 2 and 3, I'll have to say that you guys are doing a good 
job with the series. So good in fact that I actually saw issue 3 in the 
latest Previews magazine! 


Issue 2 was funny, with Marty going nuts because of his family, Even 
funnier was how he and Doug reacted due to Marty's grandmother 
concerning her eating habits. What really got me, though, was the 
budding relationship between Taye and Marty. In this day and age I've 
noticed that a lor of people are too vain and even more vain in who 
they want in terms of looks. I's cool that Taye expresses an interest in 
Marty regardless of looks. 


Issue 3 was intense between Doug and Arthur. It was good that the 
“who's fault” issue was resolved. I was afraid things would get physical 
considering the harsh words Doug had said. I felt sorry for Doug 
however because I sorta know how he feels about the loss of friends 


6 
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circle 


letters to the boys 


Contact us: 


paulie@rabco.org 
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All letters or items sent 
become the property 
of Circles and may be 
reproduced here in the 
comic. 


and colleagues. My best friend was almost lost during the tragedy of 
September 11th. Out of luck he managed to catch the last train home 
before the city was sealed off. I became more angry at the world, but 

I said to myself “What’s the point of being angry when I can try to do 
what I can to help instead?” I was there for my friend when I found 
out he made it home safely and called relatives to reassure them. In all, 
after what has happened during 9/11, I guess many people decided to 
wise up and put aside petty differences. Evidently Doug and Art are a 
good example of this. Again you have my thanks and support to your 
wonderful series. Cheers :) 


--Rusty. 


Well, if youve ever seen me at a Con, you know that I have Paulies 
attitude to go with Marty’ build. ;) I have always been amazed at people 
who have been attracted to me, rather than to the body-beautiful type, and 
I wanted to put both some of that awe and some of that love into Circles. 


September 11, 2001. Whew. Its such a long time ago, in some ways, but 
still with me on a daily basis in others. I wish that we were concentrating 
more on the healing process and less on the “they must be punished” process, 
but people express grief in different ways. 


Hi there, 

I just received Circles #1, 2 and 3 in my mailbox, just two weeks after 
discovering your website and some art from the comic on the web. I 
really fell in love with it! This is a wonderful comic, and I just wanted 
to thank and congratulate the autors for that. You have a new fan in 
France :-) Bye 


--Jérémy Farnaud 


Allo, Jérémy! Talk about crossing boundaries! Despite what some people 
here in America seem to think, Vive le France! Youve very welcome here. 


Coming Next Issue 


Take your mind back to the 1970's. The gay rights movement was 
young, and so was Paulie Mayhew. Follow Paulie’s story from London 
to Boston. Meet his first love, Colin. Learn about his first encounters 
with John and Arthur and how they became the friends they are today. 
And, yes, you'll finally learn exactly how a smart guy like Paulie ended 
up sick. Circles Issue 5: “A Time of Innocence.” 


Upcoming Conventions 
Rabbit Valley will be attending Further Confusion 2004, January 22 - 
26. Stop by our table for the latest Circles products and information. 


